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A C M E BRICK COMPANY  Oklahoma City  405-525-7421  Tulsa  918-834-0917 

Helping the Troy Aikman Foundation is just one 
of the reasons to build your homes with Acme Brick.

To increase your poten-
tial homebuyers’ prefer-
ence for the Acme brand,
we partner with one of
America’s most recog-
nized and trusted
spokespersons, Troy
Aikman. Acme also

makes a contribution to the Troy Aikman
Foundation for children for each Acme Brick
home purchased this year.
 Quality conscious homebuyers know that 
there are other good reasons to look for the Acme
Brick logo on new homes. 
Buyers know that Acme’s 
beautiful colors from nature 
won’t fade like concrete sim-
ulated brick, and that our 
transferable Homebuyers’ 
Limited Guarantee covers both materials and labor 
for 100 years. These buyers now have the added 
assurance of the Good Housekeeping Seal.*
We’ve also made selecting the right Acme Brick 
easier than ever for your customers. By using Acme’s 

innovative software,
Design Online, 
homebuyers can 
view various home 
exteriors and inter-
actively change 
brick, mortar, roof 
and trim colors to 
find the combina-
tion that they 

prefer. Design Online is a free download at 
brick.com. 

          This year, your 
          potential customers will 
receive more than 100 million advertising impres-
sions about Acme’s partnership with Troy and with 
the Troy Aikman Foundation via television, bill-
boards, and point-of-sale materials. If you aren’t 
already a member of the Acme/Aikman team, we 
invite you to join us today. Please contact your local 
Acme representative for details and for model home 
point-of-sale displays.
 When you build a home with Acme Brick,
you’re giving your homebuyer the longest lasting,
most trouble-free exterior available. 
Your potential buyers are looking
for the Acme logo. We hope that
you will too.
*A survey by Fairfield Research found that 95%
of American women believe that the Seal denotes
a product’s quality.
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I thank you for allowing me to serve you as your state 
representative. Taking the place of Phil Rhees will be 
tough. I am no Phil, but I will do my best to fill his shoes 
adequately. Luckily, as my first duty as state rep is to 

write this column, please keep in mind this letter is due one 
day before my first official meeting and one day after land-
ing in Orlando for the International Builder Show, which is 
where I gained some of the below information. Somehow I 
believe your previous state rep was either tired of writing his 
column OR is smarter than I … Phil, hum? … 

As you know, it is my job as state representative to both 
deliver NAHB information to you and also carry your 
suggestions back to NAHB. This is a two way street. I 
promise to boil down the important topics and best keep you 
apprised of the things that will affect Oklahoma. BUT, it is 
up to YOU to communicate with me, tell me you thoughts, 
ideas and concerns, so that I can take them to NAHB.

Addressing the Issues
A few of the important issues at hand are:

•	AD&C: Without financing, very few, if any, of us would be 
in business or have a job. Much discussion was had surround-
ing the difficulty and possible disconnect between the banks, 
regulators and the fed. It seems all are tired of “we hear one 
thing in D.C. and another from our bankers,” and the banks 
saying “the regulators are making me do it.” The NAHB Board 
made addressing AD&C a priority for NAHB and our leader-
ship has been working diligently to help get “all parties to play 
from the same playbook.”

•	Fiduciary	 Duties: Not to go into gory details, but if your 
board members have not/do not sign a “Code of Ethics” docu-
ment that includes their fiduciary responsibilities to your local 
association, you need make it happen. AND, I hope your local 
has a grievance procedure in place if someone violates their 
fiduciary responsibilities.

•	Low	Appraisals: NAHB has just completed its 3rd Appraisal 
Summit that brought the Appraisal Institute to 1) ensure the 
fed come out with a clear mandated rule on appraisals that all 
parties can agree on, and 2) ensure that all parties fully under-
stand the specialty of appraising new construction.

Helping Yourself
What can you do to help your appraisals?

•	Help yourself by helping the appraiser … most appraisers 
today are under such a short time line that they only look at 
sales that are recorded in the MLS. A lot of new construction 
never makes it to the MLS; therefore, you should talk to other 
builders to see what they have sold … this will be beneficial 
to both of you. Then, access courthouse records and see what 
other sales have been recorded.

Fixing the Crack  
in the Foundation 
Repair Business
A proven chemical stabilization treatment that minimizes 
soil expansion and contraction can reduce callbacks, 
warranty claims and expand business.

Each year swelling and shrinking clay-based soils 
inflict over $2 billion in damage to houses, build-
ings, roads, pipelines and other structures in the 
U.S. alone. Such swelling clays, which occur in 48 

states according to a U.S. geological survey, can also “crack” 
the bottom line of foundation repair companies in the form 
of costly unpaid callbacks and warranty claims.

The problem: Mechanical stabilization with support piers, 
a primary foundation repair technique, can keep a home from 
sinking when clay soil dries and shrinks but cannot keep 
wet expanding soil from lifting a home off its piers. Clay soil 
can, in fact, expand up to 15 inches when wet in some cases, 
often resulting in seasonally recurring cracked walls, stuck 
doors and windows, and other foundation-related problems.

While good engineering still applies, including proper 
drainage, soil compaction, a rigid foundation, and support 
piers when needed, a proven chemical stabilization treatment 
that minimizes soil expansion and contraction can reduce 
foundation repair companies’ callbacks and warranty claims, as 
well as expand their remediation market and profit margins.

“If clay soil is moving a home’s foundation with seasonal 
expansion and contraction, it can look like the support piers 
aren’t working,” says Tommy LaLonde, PE, a civil engineer 
and owner of Lee Engineering, a Dallas, Tex.-based company 
with expertise in drainage, irrigation and foundation 
preservation. “That’s when the callbacks and warranty claims 
start, which can eat into a foundation repair company’s job 
schedule, profit margin, and reputation. We address the real 
problem of seasonal foundation movement, expansive clays, 
by introducing chemical stabilization with Condor SS.”

Solving the Clay Soil Problem
Although chemical stabilization has been used for years, 

some chemicals leach or are simply not effective. With 
substances like lime and potassium chloride, the potential for 
environmental damage is a major factor when weighing the 
decision to inject these chemicals into the ground. 

The expansion and contraction of clay soil, however, can 
be minimized to a safe range of typically less than 1-inch 
Potential Vertical Rise (PVR) by injecting Condor SS - 
Soil Stabilizer, an environmentally friendly ion-exchange 
medium developed by Wilsonville, Ore.-based Earth 
Science Products, into the ground under a foundation 
when used for remediation. Condor SS, a concentrated, 
water-soluble sulphanated oil chemical that meets the 
U.S. EPA’s requirements for drinking water when used as 
directed, has stabilized over a billion cubic feet of soil on five 
continents with zero product failures to date, according to 
its manufacturer. With over 30 years of performance, it has a 

proven history longer than any other ion exchange product 
on the market.

Swelling in clay soil is caused when clay attracts and 
retains water. This happens because tiny, but powerful, 
electrical charges present in the soil attract the moisture. 
Condor SS neutralizes this problem by introducing ions with 
an opposite charge from those in the clay. Once the ions in 
the clay have been neutralized, the clay releases the water, 
which runs off and evaporates naturally. As the structural 
weight of a home and its foundation compresses clay soil, 
passages in the soil that previously carried water collapse, 
giving it greater structural support over time; ultimately its 
support value can approach that of bedrock.

So far Lee Engineering has expanded its chemical 
stabilization business in the residential remediation market 
almost entirely by word of mouth, to the tune of about 300 
homes in the past two years.

“Pro-active builders who want to lower the risk of 
warranty claims, lawsuits, buybacks, or other problems 
caused by seasonally expanding and contracting clay soils 
have approached us for chemical stabilization remediation,” 
says LaLonde. “Many times chemical stabilization can be 
a solution by itself, or it can be used in conjunction with 
support piers as sort of an insurance policy against the rest of 
the house moving.”

According to LaLonde, a growing number of builders are 
choosing to inject the chemical stabilizer under pools, sports 
courts, driveways, and sidewalks to prevent the potential 
cracking, crumbling, or raised uneven surfaces that could result 
from building over seasonally expanding and contracting clay 
soils. Lee Engineering is a licensed applicator of the Condor 
SS chemical stabilizer, which typically uses equipment a 
contractor would use for water injection.

Despite Lee Engineering’s growing chemical stabilization 
remediation business in a tough economy, LaLonde foresees 
even greater business growth when the economy begins to 
pick up again. The success of previous commercial chemical 
stabilization projects by other contractors indicates that he 
may be right.

For instance, before construction began at the Ted 
Arendale Ford dealership in Arlington, Tex., pre-injection 
testing revealed soil swelling potential as high as 10%. 
By using Condor SS chemical stabilization instead of 
conventional methods such as excavating existing soil and 

Continued on page 14



Here is hoping that your Christmas and New Year 
were special and blessed. Mine was absolutely 
terrific as we had our children and grandchildren 
together for Christmas for the first time in about 

six years. Except for all of us catching a cold, it couldn’t have 
been any better.

Well, a new year is upon us so that means new things 
happening … let’s get started.

Leadership Changes
Of course, by now you know that Michael Herndon from the 

Southern Oklahoma HBA is this year’s president. Joining him 
on the ladder is Brandon Perkins (HBA of Greater Tulsa) and 
Jeff Click (Central Oklahoma HBA). But there are a couple of 
other changes that you may not be aware of. First, Phil Rhees 
has relinquished his role as state representative. Brandon will 
take over and wear two hats this year. The reason is that Phil 
will be the Area 11 National Vice President. It has been a 
few years since someone from Oklahoma has filled that office. 
Also, as you can see by the enclosed article, Kimmi Houston 
is now the national chair of the NAHB Professional Women 
in Building! But there is one more change … after five years, 
Joe Robson is no longer a senior officer of NAHB. His year 
as immediate past president is up. As Joe mentioned to me at 
breakfast during IBS, he joins the ranks of “has-beens!” But I 
know Joe, and he won’t disappear. He will still be able to help 
us all on the national scene. We are all indebted to his service 
at the helm of NAHB.

New Legislature
The legislature will have been in session about two weeks 

by the time you read this. With the mood of the electorate 

New Things Are Happening
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(against more government) and the newly elected senators 
and representatives, it will be interesting to see what type of 
legislation will be gathering the attention. Again, I predict 
that workers compensation reform and tort reform will get 
the lion’s share. My hope is that other issues will get the 
attention they deserve. What do I mean by that? Well, I 
mean our impact (or development) fee bill, for example. 
This is a common sense measure that has been held up for 
two years. This bill requires sound fiscal management and 
accountability. It makes local government justify the fee, if 
any is collected, and account for how it is spent. I encourage 
each of you when talking to your own elected officials to ask 
them to support this vital legislation.

Another way you can help is to be sure you are receiving 
our e-mails. If you haven’t received an e-mail from the state 
association in the last month, then guess what? We don’t 
have your e-mail. I have done a couple of statewide mass 
e-mails to the whole membership. I already know that I have 
more members than I have e-mails. If you haven’t received 
one, send an e-mail to info@oshba.org and ask to be signed 
up for the statewide e-mails.

Annual Award Winners
I would like to end by offering congratulations to our latest 

honorees. Curtis McCarty was honored as our 2010 Builder of 
the Year and Donna Cullins was honored as our 2010 Associate 
of the Year. They are two outstanding individuals who give so 
much for the association and to the industry. If and when you 
see either of them, be sure to tell them congratulations. 

That’s all for now. Here is hoping your 2011 is a great  
year. Let me know if the state office can be of any help. Until 
next time … OB  

replacing it with select fill, post-injection testing revealed 
that soil swelling potential had been reduced to less than 1%. 
The contractor saved over $150,000.

On another occasion, a 145-acre mixed-use site in Texas 
called Frisco Square used chemical stabilization. All of the 
building pad sites, driveways, walkways, and parking lots were 
stabilized with Condor SS while under construction. The 
chemical stabilizer allowed the project to function as though 
clay soils were not present, resulting in smooth streets and curbs, 
healthy landscaping and a distinct lack of the usual problems 
associated with the swelling and contracting of clay soils.

“For companies willing to branch out, chemical 
stabilization of newly constructed commercial properties will 

be an even bigger business opportunity than remediation,” 
concludes LaLonde. “It’s easier to apply, more effective, 
and of course more profitable when applied to larger areas. 
Preventing excessive clay soil expansion and contraction at 
the start of a project, rather than remediating at the end is 
often a better choice for everyone involved, be they builders, 
owners, tenants, or foundation preservation companies.”

Besides residential remediation projects, Condor SS has been 
used for the chemical stabilization of clay soils at Dallas/Fort 
Worth Airport, the Veterans Administration, the U.S. Forest 
Service, as well as many city, state, and national entities.

For more info, including a U.S. map of areas high in clay 
soils, and instruction on how to tell if you have clay soil, visit 
http://earthscienceproducts.com; call 1-503-678-1216; e-mail 
info@earthscienceproducts.com; or write to Earth Science 
Products, P.O. Box 327, Wilsonville, OR 97070. OB  
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